
Call to Worship

Ephesians 1:1-10 – The Message Translation
1-2 I, Paul, am under God’s plan as an apostle, a special agent of Christ 
Jesus, writing to you faithful believers in Ephesus. I greet you with the 
grace and peace poured into our lives by God our Father and our Master, 
Jesus Christ.
 3-6 How blessed is God! And what a blessing he is! He’s the Fa-
ther of our Master, Jesus Christ, and takes us to the high places of bless-
ing in him. Long before he laid down earth’s foundations, he had us in 
mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be made whole and 
holy by his love. Long, long ago he decided to adopt us into his family 
through Jesus Christ. (What pleasure he took in planning this!) He want-
ed us to enter into the celebration of his lavish gift-giving by the hand of 
his beloved Son.
 7-10 Because of the sacrifice of the Messiah, his blood poured 
out on the altar of the Cross, we’re a free people—free of penalties and 
punishments chalked up by all our misdeeds. And not just barely free, 
either. Abundantly free! He thought of everything, provided for every-
thing we could possibly need, letting us in on the plans he took such 
delight in making. He set it all out before us in Christ, a long-range plan 
in which everything would be brought together and summed up in him, 
everything in deepest heaven, everything on planet earth.

What We Are Looking For 
is Already Here! 

Part 2: Assurance of Safety
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Matthew 6:19-21 NLT
19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and 
rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your 
treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires 
of your heart will also be.

Jeremiah 17:9
The heart is deceitful above all things
    and beyond cure.
    Who can understand it? 

Ezekiel 36:26: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you.”



Desires

Matthew 6:25-34 NLT
25 “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you 
have enough food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more 
than food, and your body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds. They 
don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father 
feeds them. And aren’t you far more valuable to him than they are? 27 
Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?

28 “And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and 
how they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, 29 yet Solomon 
in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. 30 And if God 
cares so wonderfully for wildflowers that are here today and thrown into 
the fire tomorrow, he will certainly care for you. Why do you have so little 
faith?

31 “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What 
will we drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These things dominate the thoughts 
of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. 33 
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will 
give you everything you need.

34 “So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own wor-
ries. Today’s trouble is enough for today.

Assurance of Safety

 Psalm 55:22 NLT
Give your burdens to the Lord,
    and he will take care of you.
    He will not permit the godly to slip and fall.

God’s Gift

Ephesians 1:4 MSG
Long before he laid down earth’s foundations, he had us in mind, had set-
tled on us as the focus of his love, to be made whole and holy by his love.


