49 When Jesus heard him, he stopped and said, “Tell him to come
here.”

So they called the blind man. “Cheer up,” they said. “Come on, he’s
calling you!” 50 Bartimaeus threw aside his coat, jumped up, and came
to Jesus.

51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked.

“My Rabbi,” the blind man said, “I want to see!”
52 And Jesus said to him, “Go, for your faith has healed you.” Instantly the
man could see, and he followed Jesus down the road.

Communion

Isaiah 55:12-13, TPT

For you will leave your exile with joy and be led home wrapped in
peace. The mountains and hills in front of you will burst into singing
and the trees of the field will applaud! 13 Cypress trees will flour-
ish where there were only thorns and myrtle trees instead of net-
tles. These will stand as a testimony to Yahweh renown, everlasting
signs that will not be cut off.
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McDonaldization vs. Wild Goose

Become Like Me

Matthew 4:18 NLT

18 One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee,
he saw two brothers—Simon, also called Peter, and Andrew—throwing
a net into the water, for they fished for a living. 19 Jesus called out to
them, “Come, follow me, and | will show you how to fish for people!” 20
And they left their nets at once and followed him.

21 A little farther up the shore he saw two other brothers, James and
John, sitting in a boat with their father, Zebedee, repairing their nets.
And he called them to come, too. 22 They immediately followed him,
leaving the boat and their father behind.



Matthew 8: 18-22 NLT
18 When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he instructed his disciples
to cross to the other side of the lake.
19 Then one of the teachers of religious law said to him, “Teacher, | will
follow you wherever you go.”
20 But Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens to live in, and birds have nests,
but the Son of Man has no place even to lay his head.”
21 Another of his disciples said, “Lord, first let me return home and
bury my father.”
22 But Jesus told him, “Follow me now. Let the spiritually dead bury
their own dead.”

Mark 10:29-30 NLT

29 “Yes,” Jesus replied, “and | assure you that everyone who has given
up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or prop-
erty, for my sake and for the Good News, 30 will receive now in return a
hundred times as many houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and
property—along with persecution. And in the world to come that person
will have eternal life.

Spiritual formation occurs primarily in the context of community... Long
term interpersonal relationships are the crucible of genuine progress in
the Christian life. People who stay grow. People who leave do not grow...
It is a simple but profound biblical reality that we both grow and thrive
together or we do not grow much at all.

Christian Smith and John Pattison, Slow Church

The primary roots of our rebellion are distrust and fear. We don’t trust
that God is faithful. Like Adam and Eve, we wonder if God is really in
charge, if we will be taken care of or if we are being tricked. When God
holds something back we’re tempted to believe God is trying to hold us
back.

Christian Smith, Slow Church

James and John

Mark 10:35-37 NLT
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came over and spoke to
him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do us a favor.”

36 “What is your request?” he asked.

37 They replied, “When you sit on your glorious throne, we want to sit
in places of honor next to you, one on your right and the other on your
left.”

Blind Man Bartimaeus

Mark 10:46-52 NLT
46 Then they reached Jericho, and as Jesus and his disciples left town,
a large crowd followed him. A blind beggar named Bartimaeus (son of
Timaeus) was sitting beside the road. 47 When Bartimaeus heard that
Jesus of Nazareth was nearby, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!”

48 “Be quiet!” many of the people yelled at him.
But he only shouted louder, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”



