Gideon

Judges 6:12
When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is
with you, mighty warrior.”
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Judges 6:1-14 NLT

The Israelites did evil in the Lord’s sight. So the Lord handed them over
to the Midianites for seven years. 2 The Midianites were so cruel that
the Israelites made hiding places for themselves in the mountains, caves,
and strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, maraud-
ers from Midian, Amalek, and the people of the east would attack Israel,
4 camping in the land and destroying crops as far away as Gaza. They left
the Israelites with nothing to eat, taking all the sheep, goats, cattle, and
donkeys. 5 These enemy hordes, coming with their livestock and tents,
were as thick as locusts; they arrived on droves of camels too numerous
to count. And they stayed until the land was stripped bare. 6 So Israel
was reduced to starvation by the Midianites. Then the Israelites cried
out to the Lord for help.

7 When they cried out to the Lord because of Midian, 8 the Lord
sent a prophet to the Israelites. He said, “This is what the Lord, the God
of Israel, says: | brought you up out of slavery in Egypt. 9 | rescued you
from the Egyptians and from all who oppressed you. | drove out your
enemies and gave you their land. 10 | told you, ‘1 am the Lord your God.
You must not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you now
live! But you have not listened to me.”

11 Then the angel of the Lord came and sat beneath the great
tree at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon
son of Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a winepress to hide
the grain from the Midianites. 12 The angel of the Lord appeared to him
and said, “Mighty hero, the Lord is with you!”

13 “Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this
happened to us? And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us
about? Didn’t they say, ‘The Lord brought us up out of Egypt’? But now
the Lord has abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.”

14 Then the Lord turned to him and said, “Go with the strength
you have, and rescue Israel from the Midianites. | am sending you!”



At the convergence of spiritual gifts, spiritual formation and spiritu-
al conflict you often find your identity and purpose.

Spiritual Gifts

“A spiritual gift is a special attribute given by the Holy Spirit to every mem-
ber of the body of Christ, according to God’s grace, for use within the
context of the body.” C. Peter Wagner

Gifts of the Spirit vs. Fruit of the Spirit

Spiritual gifts help us define what a Christian does, the fruit of the Spirit
helps us define what a Christian is. C. Peter Wagner

1 Corinthians 13:1-7 NLT

13 If | could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love
others, | would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If | had the gift
of prophecy, and if | understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all
knowledge, and if | had such faith that | could move mountains, but didn’t
love others, | would be nothing. 3 If | gave everything | have to the poor
and even sacrificed my body, | could boast about it; but if | didn’t love
others, | would have gained nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or
proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable,
and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about
injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives
up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every cir-
cumstance.

Pursuing Spiritual Gifts

“To reject spiritual gifts, to turn from this immediate and gracious di-
vine enabling, is, in a sense, to turn from God.” Sam Storms

1 Corinthians 14:1 NLT
Let love be your highest goal! But you should also desire the special
abilities the Spirit gives—especially the ability to prophesy.

Gift of Prophecy

The gift of prophecy is the special ability that God gives to certain mem-
bers of the body of Christ to receive and communicate an immediate
message of God to his people through a divinely anointed utterance.



