Perspective

2 Corinthians 12:8-10 NLT

8 Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly about my weak-
nesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s
sake, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.

John 6:28-29 NLT

28 They replied, “We want to perform God’s works, too. What should we
do?”

29 Jesus told them, “This is the only work God wants from you: Believe in
the one he has sent.”
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Happy New Year!

Leviticus 23:23-25 NLT

The Festival of Trumpets

23 The Lord said to Moses, 24 “Give the following instructions to the
people of Israel. On the first day of the appointed month in early
autumn, you are to observe a day of complete rest. It will be an offi-
cial day for holy assembly, a day commemorated with loud blasts of a
trumpet. 25 You must do no ordinary work on that day. Instead, you are
to present special gifts to the Lord.”

Leviticus 23:27-28 NLT

27 “Be careful to celebrate the Day of Atonement on the tenth day of
that same month—nine days after the Festival of Trumpets. You must
observe it as an official day for holy assembly, a day to deny yourselves
and present special gifts to the Lord. 28 Do no work during that entire
day because it is the Day of Atonement, when offerings of purification
are made for you, making you right with the Lord your God.



Moses’ 5 Excuses

Then the Lord told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my
people in Egypt. | have heard their cries of distress because of their
harsh slave drivers. Yes, | am aware of their suffering. So | have come
down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them
out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing
with milk and honey—the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. Look! The cry of the people of
Israel has reached me, and | have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse
them. Now go, for | am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my peo-
ple Israel out of Egypt.” Exodus 3:7-10

1. I’'m not good enough
But Moses protested to God, “Who am | to appear before Pharaoh?
Who am | to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?” (3:11)

God'’s Response:

12 God answered, “l will be with you. And this is your sign that | am the
one who has sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt,
you will worship God at this very mountain.” (3:12)

2. 1 don’t know what to say

13 But Moses protested, “If | go to the people of Israel and tell them,
‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,” they will ask me, ‘What
is his name?’ Then what should | tell them?” (3:13)

God'’s Response:

14 God replied to Moses, “l am who | am. Say this to the people of
Israel: | am has sent me to you.” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this
to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God of your ancestors—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.
(3:14-15)

3. People will think I’'m delusional
But Moses protested again, “What if they won’t believe me or listen to
me? What if they say, ‘The Lord never appeared to you'?”" (4:1)

God already answered this question:
The elders of Israel will accept your message. (3:18)

God’s further response:

9 And if they don’t believe you or listen to you even after these two
signs, then take some water from the Nile River and pour it out on the
dry ground. When you do, the water from the Nile will turn to blood on
the ground.” (4:9)

4. There’s something wrong with me

10 But Moses pleaded with the Lord, “O Lord, I’'m not very good with
words. | never have been, and I’'m not now, even though you have spo-
ken to me. | get tongue-tied, and my words get tangled.” (4:10)

God'’s response:

11 Then the Lord asked Moses, “Who makes a person’s mouth? Who
decides whether people speak or do not speak, hear or do not hear,
see or do not see? Is it not |, the Lord? 12 Now go! | will be with you as
you speak, and | will instruct you in what to say.” (4:11-12)

5.1don’t want to do it
13 But Moses again pleaded, “Lord, please! Send anyone else.” (4:13)

God’s response:
14 Then the Lord became angry with Moses.



