The Goal

“To be loved but not known is comforting but superficial. To be
known and not loved is our greatest fear. But to be fully known and
truly loved is, well, a lot like being loved by God. It is what we need
more than anything. It liberates us from pretense, humbles us out
of our self-righteousness, and fortifies us for any difficulty life can
throw at us.”

— Timothy Keller, The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexi-
ties of Commitment with the Wisdom of God
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Together

Hebrews 10:23-25 NLT

23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for
God can be trusted to keep his promise. 24 Let us think of ways
to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And
let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but
encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return
is drawing near.

Believing the Promises of God

Look! He has placed the land in front of you. Go and occupy it as
the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. Don’t be
afraid! Don’t be discouraged!’

Deuteronomy 1:21 NLT

“But you rebelled against the command of the Lord your God and
refused to go in. 27 You complained in your tents and said, ‘The
Lord must hate us. That’s why he has brought us here from Egypt—
to hand us over to the Amorites to be slaughtered.

Deuteronomy 1:26 NLT



Ekklesia

Matthew 16:18 NLT

18 Now | say to you that you are Peter (which means ‘rock’), and
upon this rock | will build my church, and all the powers of hell will
not conquer it.

The Current Situation of the Church

“There are intensifying perceptions that faith is at the root of a vast
number of societal ills.”
Phillip Ryken, City on a Hill

The Purpose of the Church

Matthew 28:16-20 NLT

16 Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain
where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they
worshiped him—but some of them doubted!

18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all au-
thority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disci-
ples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to
obey all the commands | have given you. And be sure of this: | am
with you always, even to the end of the age.”

“While the mission of the institutional church is to preach the
Word and produce disciples, the church must disciple Christians in
such a way that they live justly and integrate their faith with their
work. So, the church doesn’t directly change culture, but it disci-
ples and supports people who do. Another balance has to do with
society’s cultural institutions. Rather than taking them over, or
avoiding them as a corrupting influence, or treating them with in-
difference---Christians are to be a faithful presence within them...”
Tim Keller



