What’s Next?

Acts 4:24-30

24 When they heard the report, all the believers lifted their voices
together in prayer to God: “O Sovereign Lord, Creator of heaven and
earth, the sea, and everything in them— 25 you spoke long ago by
the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant, saying,

‘Why were the nations so angry?

Why did they waste their time with futile plans?
26 The kings of the earth prepared for battle;

the rulers gathered together
against the Lord

and against his Messiah

27 “In fact, this has happened here in this very city! For Herod An-
tipas, Pontius Pilate the governor, the Gentiles, and the people of
Israel were all united against Jesus, your holy servant, whom you
anointed. 28 But everything they did was determined beforehand
according to your will. 29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and
give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word. 30
Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs
and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”
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Acts 5:1-11 NLT

5 But there was a certain man named Ananias who, with his wife,
Sapphira, sold some property. 2 He brought part of the money to
the apostles, claiming it was the full amount. With his wife’s con-
sent, he kept the rest.

3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, why have you let Satan fill your
heart? You lied to the Holy Spirit, and you kept some of the money
for yourself. 4 The property was yours to sell or not sell, as you
wished. And after selling it, the money was also yours to give away.
How could you do a thing like this? You weren’t lying to us but to
God!”

5 As soon as Ananias heard these words, he fell to the floor
and died. Everyone who heard about it was terrified. 6 Then some
young men got up, wrapped him in a sheet, and took him out and
buried him.

7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing
what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Was this the price you and
your husband received for your land?”

“Yes,” she replied, “that was the price.”

9 And Peter said, “How could the two of you even think of
conspiring to test the Spirit of the Lord like this? The young men
who buried your husband are just outside the door, and they will
carry you out, too.”

10 Instantly, she fell to the floor and died. When the young
men came in and saw that she was dead, they carried her out and
buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear gripped the entire
church and everyone else who heard what had happened.



“God is indeed long-suffering, patient, and slow to anger. In fact, he
is so slow to anger that when his anger does erupt, we are shocked
and offended by it. We forget rather quickly that God’s patience is
designed to lead us to repentance, to give us time to be redeemed.
Instead of taking advantage of this patience by coming humbly to
him for forgiveness, we use this grace as opportunity to become
bolder in our sin. We delude ourselves into thinking that either God
doesn’t care about it, or that he is powerless to punish us. The su-
preme folly is that we think we will get away with our revolt.

R. C. Sproul, The Holiness of God

“Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring re-
pentance, baptism without church discipline, communion without
confession, absolution without personal confession. Cheap grace is
grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without
Jesus, living and incarnate.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Why is Integrity a Big Deal?

1. Because it is sin.

“If God is holy, then he can’t sin. If God can’t sin, then he can’t sin
against you. If he can’t sin against you, shouldn’t that make him the
most trustworthy being there is?”

Jackie Hill Perry

2. Because our weakness is a great commodity that can be used
for our advantage.

2 Corinthians 12:9 NLT

Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best
in weakness.” So now | am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ can work through me.

3. Because God is under no obligation to defer judgement

The Results

Acts 5:12-16 NLT
The Apostles Heal Many

12 The apostles were performing many miraculous signs and won-
ders among the people. And all the believers were meeting reg-
ularly at the Temple in the area known as Solomon’s Colonnade.
13 But no one else dared to join them, even though all the people
had high regard for them. 14 Yet more and more people believed
and were brought to the Lord—crowds of both men and women.
15 As a result of the apostles’ work, sick people were brought out
into the streets on beds and mats so that Peter’s shadow might
fall across some of them as he went by. 16 Crowds came from the
villages around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those possessed
by evil[a] spirits, and they were all healed.



