
The Gray Zone

According to Christian Cultural Commentator, Mark Sayers, the 
Christian church is in a gray-zone:  a time of great uncertainty as 
we are in the middle of decline and renewal at the same time. 
We see signs of both great disobedience in the church as well as 
radical submission. How should we respond?

Salt and Light

The Sermon on the Mount is the perfect standard of the Christian 
Life.  (Augustine) 

So Jesus confronts us with himself, sets before us the radical choice 
between obedience and disobedience, and calls us to an uncondi-
tional commitment of mind, will and life to his teaching.
(John Stott)
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Gideon

“It was just after midnight, after the changing of the guard, when 
Gideon and the one hundred men with him reached the outer edge 
of the Midianite camp. Suddenly, they blew the horns and broke 
their clay jars. Then all three groups blew their horns and broke 
their jars. They held the blazing torches in their left hands and the 
horns in their right hands and shouted, “A sword for the LORD and 
for Gideon!” Each man stood at his position around the camp and 
watched as all the Midianites rushed around in a panic, shouting as 
they ran. When the three hundred Israelites blew their horns, the 
LORD caused the warriors in the camp to fight against each other 
with their swords.” Judges 7:19-22 NLT 

7 We now have this light shining in our hearts, but we ourselves are 
like fragile clay jars containing this great treasure. This makes it clear 
that our great power is from God, not from ourselves. 
(2 Corinthians 4:7 NLT)



13 “You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has 
lost its flavor? Can you make it salty again? It will be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot as worthless.14 “You are the light of the 
world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 
(Matthew 5:13-14 NLT)

Jude

1 This letter is from Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and a brother of 
James.  I am writing to all who have been called by God the Fa-
ther, who loves you and keeps you safe in the care of Jesus Christ. 2 
May God give you more and more mercy, peace, and love.  3 Dear 
friends, I had been eagerly planning to write to you about the salva-
tion we all share. But now I find that I must write about something 
else, urging you to defend the faith that God has entrusted once for 
all time to his holy people. 4 I say this because some ungodly peo-
ple have wormed their way into your churches, saying that God’s 
marvelous grace allows us to live immoral lives. The condemnation 
of such people was recorded long ago, for they have denied our 
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.  (Jude 1:1-4) 

17 But you, my dear friends, must remember what the apostles 
of our Lord Jesus Christ predicted. 18 They told you that in the 
last times there would be scoffers whose purpose in life is to sat-
isfy their ungodly desires. 19 These people are the ones who are 
creating divisions among you. They follow their natural instincts 
because they do not have God’s Spirit in them. 20 But you, dear 
friends, must build each other up in your most holy faith, pray in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, 21 and await the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will bring you eternal life. In this way, you will 
keep yourselves safe in God’s love.  22 And you must show mercy 
to those whose faith is wavering. 23 Rescue others by snatching 
them from the flames of judgment. Show mercy to still others, but 
do so with great caution, hating the sins that contaminate their 
lives.

A Prayer of Praise
24 Now all glory to God, who is able to keep you from falling away 
and will bring you with great joy into his glorious presence with-
out a single fault. 25 All glory to him who alone is God, our Savior 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. All glory, majesty, power, and au-
thority are his before all time, and in the present, and beyond all 
time! Amen.
(Jude 1:17-25


