Lenten Candle Reading #7

This was the darkest day in history. The Son of God himself was
killed by people who weren’t satisfied simply to reject him; they
couldn’t stand to have him exist. They thought they could put God
out of existence.

And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means
Place of a Skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but
he did not take it. And they crucified him.

“You stiff-necked people . . . you always resist the Holy Spirit. As
your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fa-
thers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand
the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed
and murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and
did not keep it.”

“Hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him
in your midst, as you yourselves know. This Jesus, delivered up ac-
cording to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you cruci-
fied and killed by the hands of lawless men.”

[Snuff the last candle]

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned everyone to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the
iniquity of us all.

(Taken from Mark 15:22-24; Acts 7:51-53; Isaiah 53:4-6)
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Good Friday Scripture Readings

John 13:1-17 NLT

Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had
come to leave this world and return to his Father. He had loved his
disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he loved them to
the very end. 2 It was time for supper, and the devil had already
prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus
knew that the Father had given him authority over everything and
that he had come from God and would return to God. 4 So he got
up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his
waist, 5 and poured water into a basin. Then he began to wash the
disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around him.

6 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are
you going to wash my feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what | am doing, but
someday you will.”

8 “No,” Peter protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!”

Jesus replied, “Unless | wash you, you won’t belong to me.”

9 Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well,
Lord, not just my feet!”

10 Jesus replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need
to wash, except for the feet, to be entirely clean. And you disciples
are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For Jesus knew who would betray
him. That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat
down and asked, “Do you understand what | was doing? 13 You call
me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and you are right, because that’s what |
am. 14 And since |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet,
you ought to wash each other’s feet. 15 | have given you an ex-
ample to follow. Do as | have done to you. 16 | tell you the truth,
slaves are not greater than their master. Nor is the messenger more
important than the one who sends the message. 17 Now that you
know these things, God will bless you for doing them.

Luke 22:15-16 NLT

15 Jesus said, “I have been very eager to eat this Passover meal
with you before my suffering begins. 16 For | tell you now that |
won’t eat this meal again until its meaning is fulfilled in the King-
dom of God.”

Mark 14: 22-24 NLT

22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
it; this is my body.”

23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and they all drank from it.

24 “This is my blood of the[a] covenant, which is poured out for
many,” he said to them. 25 “Truly | tell you, | will not drink again
from the fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it new in the
kingdom of God.”

John 1:29 ESV
29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Be-
hold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!

Colossians 2:13-14 ESV

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of
your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our
sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness,
which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away,
nailing it to the cross.

John 19:30 ESV
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteous of God.



