
Often we make the mistake of thinking we have a heart for the Lord, when 
really we’re just thankful for him because at that moment he seems to be de-
livering to us what we have truly set our hearts on. Often we reduce God to 
just the deliverer of good gifts, rather than recognizing him as the ultimate 
heart-satisfying gift. 
Paul David Tripp, Journey to the Cross, page 75

Drawn to Jesus

The Lord is close to the brokenhearted
    and saves those who are crushed in spirit. (Psalm 34:18 NIV) 

28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Matthew 11:28 ESV

You and I are a collection of weakness, held together by his grace.
Paul David Tripp, Journey to the Cross, page 161

Jesus as High Priest

14 So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus 
the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. 15 This High Priest of 
ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, 
yet he did not sin. 16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. 
There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we 
need it most. (Hebrews 4:14-16 NLT) 

1 Every high priest is a man chosen to represent other people in their dealings 
with God. He presents their gifts to God and offers sacrifices for their sins. 2 
And he is able to deal gently with ignorant and wayward people because he 
himself is subject to the same weaknesses. 3 That is why he must offer sacrific-
es for his own sins as well as theirs.
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4 And no one can become a high priest simply because he wants such an hon-
or. He must be called by God for this work, just as Aaron was. 
(Hebrews 5:1-4 NLT)

Consuming Fire

For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. 
(Deuteronomy 4:24 NIV)

3 But be assured today that the Lord your God is the one who goes across 
ahead of you like a devouring fire. He will destroy them; he will subdue them 
before you. And you will drive them out and annihilate them quickly, as the 
Lord has promised you. (Deuteronomy 9:3 NIV)

The Perfect High Priest

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might be-
come the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

     5 That is why Christ did not honor himself by assuming he could become 
High Priest. No, he was chosen by God, who said to him,
“You are my Son.
    Today I have become your Father.”
      6 And in another passage God said to him,
“You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.”
     7 While Jesus was here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, with 
a loud cry and tears, to the one who could rescue him from death. And God 
heard his prayers because of his deep reverence for God. 8 Even though Jesus 
was God’s Son, he learned obedience from the things he suffered. 9 In this 
way, God qualified him as a perfect High Priest, and he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all those who obey him. 10 And God designated him to be 
a High Priest in the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 5:5-10 NLT)


