
The Paraclete

But the Helper [Paraclete], the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He 
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 
(John 14:26)

Discouragement

Discouragement has this way of creeping into our lives and, often without us even no-
ticing, rearranges our perspective and priorities. And when that happens we often do 
things that we probably would not have done if we were not feeling so discouraged.

 •   We start saying things we normally would not say.
 •   We start doing things we normally would not do.
 •   We start watching things we normally would not watch.
 •   And the list of compromises continue to go on.

Rebuilding the Temple

On August 29 of the second year of King Darius’s reign, the Lord gave a message 
through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to 
Jeshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 
     2 “This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: The people are saying, ‘The time 
has not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.’” 
    3 Then the Lord sent this message through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Why are you 
living in luxurious houses while my house lies in ruins? 5 This is what the Lord of 
Heaven’s Armies says: Look at what’s happening to you! 6 You have planted much 
but harvest little. You eat but are not satisfied. You drink but are still thirsty. You put 
on clothes but cannot keep warm. Your wages disappear as though you were putting 
them in pockets filled with holes!  
    7 “This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: Look at what’s happening to you! 
8 Now go up into the hills, bring down timber, and rebuild my house. Then I will take 
pleasure in it and be honored, says the Lord. 9 You hoped for rich harvests, but they 
were poor. And when you brought your harvest home, I blew it away. Why? Because 
my house lies in ruins, says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, while all of you are busy 
building your own fine houses. 10 It’s because of you that the heavens withhold the 
dew and the earth produces no crops. 11 I have called for a drought on your fields 
and hills—a drought to wither the grain and grapes and olive trees and all your other 
crops, a drought to starve you and your livestock and to ruin everything you have 
worked so hard to get.”  (Haggai 1:1-11 NLT)
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Notes:



Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you ev-
erything you need. Matthew 6:33 NLT

Then the local residents tried to discourage and frighten the people of Judah to keep 
them from their work.  They bribed agents to work against them and to frustrate their 
plans. Ezra 4:4-5 NLT

Every attempt to revive true religion will stir up the opposition of Satan, and of those 
in whom he works.  (Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary)

Casting Off Restraint

Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint,
    but blessed is he who keeps the law. Proverbs 29:18 ESV

Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. 
They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand 
this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 
2 Corinthians 4:4 NLT

9 But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy 
nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of 
God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. I Peter 2:9 NLT


