DAY 4

If you want to be a good steward, you’ve got to make the wise choice with
how you treat your stuff.

Here’s a good way to get you thinking. Find a sticky note pad and write down,
“I need to make the wise choice” on a bunch of notes.
Now, go around your room and put a note on each “thing” you see. Think
about how you could use that one thing to make a difference.
Now, not everything is going to be super-obvious. Take a stinky sock, for
example. Maybe that doesn’t seem very helpful or useful. But then again,
maybe that reminds you of a friend who doesn’t have a winter coat right now,
and you think about how you could loan him one of yours.
Or maybe seeing your video game controller gets you thinking you could invite
your sister to come play this afternoon. It would probably mean a lot more her
than you realize. It’s like saying “I care about you” without . . . you know . . .
saying it.
Get creative and think of some fun ways you can best use your things!

READ MATTHEW 25:14-30

DAY 1

Think about the first guy and the second guy in the story Jesus told. They found
a way to DOUBLE the money their boss had given them. And maybe it seems
like the third guy didn’t do so badly. After all, he didn’t LOSE the money. He just
buried it. But really, what good is that?
God gives us the things we have so we can manage, or steward, them. It might
seem like they belong to us, but they don’t. They belong to Him. And when we
use them wisely and prove we can be responsible, we often find ourselves with
more responsibility in return.
Remember what the boss said in the story . . .
“You have been faithful with a ______________ things. I will put you in
charge of ______________ things.”
That sounds a lot like our Memory Verse, from another story Jesus told in Luke
16:10. Do you remember it?
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much.”
(Luke 16:10a, NIV)
What’s the takeaway? God wants us to use our things wisely. How can you do
that?
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What are your most important possessions? Everybody has some. List a few
of them here.

Just like you have your favorite things—the things you collect—so do the adults
around you. Or at least they did when they were growing up!
Take the time to ask the adults in your life what they used to collect. Maybe it
was Lego® sets, baseball cards, stuffed animals, action figures, or music CDs
from their favorite artist. (Yep, people used to listen to whole CDs.)
Ask them why they wanted to collect those things and where their collection
ended up!

Isn’t it annoying when your little brother borrows something of yours and
then breaks it? Or what about when you let a friend borrow one of your
movies, and she forgets to give it back?
It’s not bad to enjoy the things God has given you. It’s not bad that you want
to keep them with you and keep them nice. You just have to remember that
HE gave them to you—so they’re really not yours to begin with.

Stewardship is different from collecting. Stewardship is active it’s something you
DO. That doesn’t mean you can’t collect things you like, but it does change
the way you think about what’s “yours” and what you can do with it. That
means using your things wisely—taking whatever you have, and using it to do
something positive in the world.

WHAT COULD THAT LOOK LIKE FOR YOU?

Does that sound tough to do? Well, a great way to start is to talk to God
about it. Thank Him for what He’s given you. Ask Him to remind you that
what you have isn’t yours, but His.
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