
Seated in Heavenly Places to Become Like Christ

“Nearly all wisdom we possess, that is to say, true and sound wisdom, con-
sists of two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves” (Inst. I.1.i).
John Calvin

We are called to be Ambassadors for Christ

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
2 Corinthians 5:20 (ESV)

“An ambassador is a dignitary whose full-time job is to live for a period 
(usually years) in a foreign land, intentionally building relationships with 
the people native to that land and purposefully representing to those peo-
ple the desires of his king.”          Chris Patton 

“Heal the sick, and tell them, ‘The Kingdom of God is near you now.’” 
Luke 10:9

What is the ultimate goal of a follower of Christ?

“Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” 16 And the 
twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces 
and worshiped God,”  Revelation 11:15-16

Seated in the Heavenlies, Part 3: An Apostolic People

The Apostolic Mandate

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.’”  Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)

“In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that every-
one will praise your heavenly Father.”   Matthew 5:16 (NLT) 

Conclusion:  In order for us to really make a difference in our region, we 
need to be an apostolic people and bring the culture of Heaven to Earth.
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“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 
meto bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the 
day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those 
who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a 
faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that he may be glorified. They shall build up the ancient ruins;
they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined 
cities, the devastations of many generations.”  Isaiah 61:1-4 (ESV)

Sent by God

Jesus was sent:

“For the works that the Father has given me to finish—the very works that 
I am doing—testify that the Father has sent me. And the Father who sent 
me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor 
seen his form.”    John 5:36-37 (NIV) 

“Now I am going to him who sent me.”   John 16:5 

“Then Jesus cried out, ‘Whoever believes in me does not believe in me 
only, but in the one who sent me.’”   John 12:44 (NIV)

“The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me.  I have come 
into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in 
darkness.”     John 12:45-46 (NIV)

“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father 
is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rath-
er, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.”   John 14:9-10

We are sent:

“As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.”
 John 17:18 (NIV) 

“Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and who-
ever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.”    John 13:20 (NIV)

“Apostle” in Strong’s Concordance:
 1.  of the sending off of a fleet
 2.  one commissioned by another to represent him in some way.

Connotation = A person is commissioned by Jesus Christ and sent to a 
place, to reproduce the culture of the place you were sent you from.  

In other words, make the place I send you, look like the place I sent you 
from.

As God apostello Jesus into the world, Jesus has apostello us into the world. 
John 17:18 (my paraphrase)

“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow cit-
izens with God’s people and also members of his household, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
chief cornerstone.”    Ephesians 2:19-20 (NIV)

“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pas-
tors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body 
of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ.” Ephesians 4:11-13 (NIV) 

“All but buried and forgotten for centuries, the concept of apostolic 
ministry has reemerged as the Church has stepped into the twenty-first 
century.  Dr. Peter Wagner, professor of Church growth at Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary , founder of Wagner Leadership Institute and one of 
the most vocal proponents of the effectiveness of modern-day apostolic 
movements, writes, ‘The New Apostolic Reformation is an extraordinary 
work of God…that is, to a significant extent, changing the shape of Protes-
tant Christianity around the world…In virtually every region of the world, 
these new apostolic churches constitute the fastest-growing segment of 
Christianity.’”  Rice Broocks


